Coolant color: What do I use? Are they compatible?
 The military coolant specification CID A-A 52624, Antifreeze, Multi Engine Type was revised in September 6, 2001. There were a number of changes but the most significant is the addition of a color requirement. The CID includes two chemically different antifreeze (or coolant) products and their color requirements are different.  Type I is ethylene glycol (EG) base military antifreeze color which has been assigned a green color, while the Type II is propylene glycol (PG) base antifreeze which has the color purple.
However, it should be noted that there is no commercial standard for color of coolant. This means that there are many different color antifreezes available and different ideas on what the colors should mean. The Maintenance Council (TMC) of the American Truckers Association (ATA) is proposing a standard for coolant color, however, market practices tend to be different.  The table below compares the TMC’s color proposal, the CID A-A-52624 requirement, and current market practices: 

	Color
 
	Coolants in the market
	CID A-A-52624
	TMC proposed color

	Green
	Universal low silicate EG
	Fully formulated EG
	Conventional low Silicate EG

	Pink

	Fully formulated with Special additives
	 
	 

	Orange
	Extended Life Coolant or Organic Acid Technology (OAT)
	 
	 

	Red

	Extended Life Coolant for Heavy duty
	 
	OAT for multi engines

	Blue
	Hybrid OAT with inorganic additives
	 
	Fully formulated PG  

	Purple
	 
	Fully formulated (PG)
	Fully formulated EG


It is important to realize that without a color standard, coolants can be available in any color and shade variations. This makes it very confusing to the users.  Not all coolants are compatible with each other and this incompatibility can create serious problem. We have received calls regarding gelling of coolant when mixing coolants with different color. Although we are still investigating the cause of the “gelling” it is important to ensure that military vehicles come from the factory filled with the CID antifreeze (green or purple). To top off or refill the coolant in military vehicles it is in the best interest of military to only use CID coolant through out the system. Stay with military CID green and purple. If there is different color antifreeze in the radiator, drain and flush the system and use CID A-A-52624 antifreeze. 
CID A-A-52624 EG coolant and PG coolant are compatible to each other but it is not recommended to mix them together because of EG coolant’s toxicity issue. If there is a need to top off green antifreeze with purple color antifreeze or vice versa consider the mixture as green (i.e. EG) and dispose properly. 
� Color shown is only a representation and not necessarily to indicate the exact color.





