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U.S. ARMY TARDEC AND U.S ARMY RESEARCH LABORATORY RECEIVE AWARD FOR
HMMWYV ARMOR SURVIVABILITY KIT

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Oct. 25, 2004 — The U.S. Army’s Tank-Automotive Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center (TARDEC) and the U.S. Army Research Laboratory (ARL) today an-
nounced that they are the recipients of the Research & Development Laboratory of the Year Award for
their collaborative effort in developing the Armor Survivability Kit (ASK). This award is presented by
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and Technology (ASA ALT)/Army Labo-
ratory Assessment Group (ALAG). The award was presented last night at a black-tie affair at the Crystal
City Marriott in Arlington, VA, in conjunction with the Association of the United States Army (AUSA)
Annual Meeting.

Together, TARDEC and ARL produced a complete armored solution to upgrade current
HMMW Vs and reduce the risk to Soldiers who use the vehicles in combat zones. Requested by Sol-
diers, ASK is the result of a joint effort by the two organizations armor research from the last decade
with modern prototyping, development and engineering solutions. Formally, this effort was in response
to a CENTCOM issued Operational Needs Statement that requested ARL to increase survivability for
the HMMWYV platform. With unprecedented speed, TARDEC and ARL produced a life-saving kit from
the ground up. It includes armored doors, fortified windows and armored rocker and rear panels.

“With the aid of collaboration, integrated research and development, strong leadership, effec-
tive process management and experienced and empowered teams, a hugely successful solution was
created in only three months,” said Dr. Richard McClelland, Director of TARDEC. “The challenges of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom and the Global War on Terror have accelerated
the Army Transformation process. This is a great example of the U.S. Army’s focus and dedication to
developing solutions to protect our number-one asset, the Soldier. We accept this award on behalf of
them.”

The HMMWYV has gone beyond its original mission and is participating in an expanded role in-
cluding reconnaissance and military police activities, convoy escort, re-supply missions and more. That
said, ASK addressed three key challenges:

¢ Provide a vehicle survivability solution for the HMMWYV platform

¢ Integrate the solution onto a vehicle platform without compromising vehicle or armor
function

¢ Produce and field the solution ASAP to prevent more deaths and injuiries to deployed U.S.
Soldiers
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Forty prototype kits and 100 pilot production kits were the first of thousands that are now being
produces. Once thought to be a temporary solution to threat issues in Iraq, Army leaders are now saying
that the TARDEC/ARL design is so well integrated into the vehicle that the kit has become the standard
stocked HWWMYV hardware.

TARDEC, headquartered at the Detroit Arsenal, Warren, Michigan, is responsible for developing
and maintaining vehicles for all U.S. Armed Forces, many federal agencies and more than 60 foreign
countries. TARDEC’s National Automotive Center is the Army’s official link to commercial industry,
academia and government in developing new dual-use automotive technologies that meet the needs of
both defense and commercial industries. Together, they lead the way in providing our Soldiers with
vehicles and vehicle technologies that will increase survivability and ensure mobility on the battlefield
while reducing design, manufacturing, operations and maintenance costs.




