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1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this SOP is to establish local procedures for the operation and storage of the Tester, Density and Moisture, Nuclear Method, NSN 6635-01-030-6896.

2.  Scope.  These procedures apply to all personnel who are involved in the operation use, storage and management of the tester.  The tester radiation protection program will be maintained As Low As Reasonably Achievable (ALARA).

3.  Responsibilities.  The US Army Tank-automotive & Armaments Command is responsible for the management of the tester throughout the Army in accordance with AR 11-9.  The unit commander is responsible for insuring that the tester is used in accordance with Federal and Army regulations.

4.  Definitions.  Definitions contained in AR 11-9, Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and Title 49 CFR is applicable to the SOP.

5.  Procedures.  

     a.  The Unit Commander will:

          (1) Supervise the implementation of the local radiation safety program in accordance with Federal and Army regulations.

          (2) Designate in writing a Local Radiation Safety Officer (LRSO) and an Alternate Local Radiation Safety Officer (ALRSO).  Forward a copy of the appointments to the Major Command Radiation Safety Staff Officer (RSSO).

          (3) Notify the TACOM Safety Office of any radiation safety defects or hazards associated with the tester, suspected over exposures of personnel, or other actions that do not comply with Title 10 CFR Parts 19, 20 and 21.  The TACOM Safety Office can be reached at DSN 786-7635/6121/6194 or Commercial (810) 574-7635/6121/6194.

         (4) Obtain approval of the RSSO before transferring the tester from one unit to another and when requesting disposal/disposition instructions.

     b.  The Local Radiation Safety Officer (LRSO) will:

          (1) Perform leak tests on a semi annual basis.  Perform an initial radiation survey of the storage area and quarterly thereafter.  A copy of the initial radiation survey will be provided to the TACOM Safety Office.

          (2) Insure the following items are posted at the storage area:  NRC Form 3, Section 206 of the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, the NRC License No. 21-01222-05, Title 10 CFR Parts 19, 20 and 21, this SOP, and other emergency information as required.

         (3) Insure personnel comply with Federal and Army radiation regulations, and the operator manual.

        (4) Insure tester operators and visitors to the tester storage areas or worksites wear TLD type badges.

        (5) Insure records are maintained for each tester in accordance with AR 11-9.

        (6) Insure all radioactive survey instruments are calibrated in accordance with TB 43-180.

         (7) Notify the local fire department of radioactive storage areas and where to contact the LRSO.  The installation RSO, if one exists, shall also be informed of the storage location.

         (8) Be knowledgeable of the subject matter in the tester’s operator and maintenance manual.

         (9) Insure operators have successfully completed a tester operator course.

     c.  The Alternate Local Radiation Safety Officer (ALRSO) will assist the LRSO as required.

     d.  The tester operators will:

           (1) Wear TLD badges while using the tester.

           (2) Secure the tester when not in use.  The operator shall not leave the job site for any reason until the tester is secured, locked in the storage case, and returned to the proper storage area.

            (3) Report any defects with the tester to the LRSO.

            (4) Notify the LRSO concerning radiation accidents or incidents.

            (5) Transport the tester in accordance with Federal, State, Local, and Army Regulations.

             (6) Perform the following maintenance actions only, clean the external surfaces of the tester, change fuses, change batteries (NICAD only use NSN 6140-00-497-0490), and charge batteries.  Contact the LRSO concerning other maintenance actions.

6.  Emergency Actions.  Adopt procedures of section 4-29, 4-30, 4-31, 4-32 and 4-33 of TM 5-6635-386-12&P to your local situation.

7.  References. 

a. Nuclear Regulatory Commission License Number 21-01222-05.

b. AR 11-9.

c. Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations.

d. Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations.

e. TM 5-6635-386-12&P.

f. TB 43-180.
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